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in GodRicalns, Lord _ 
Biſhop, of Chicheſter. | 


= 'f keReverend, welivenow 
To g thoſe dayesof which the 
Fj Apdfile ſpake fixteene 
Ml ndres ceres ſince, That 
inthe laft dayes ſhould be 
perillous times, in which 
there ſhould be mera, F:Adp- 
34jos 2 Tim. 3.2.lovers of thenſelyes,covetous: 
and one depends uponithe other; They are 
too covetous, becauſethey love themſelves 
too much, Such aretheſe facrilegious times 
wenow live in, for Sacriledge bath already in 
part, and wouldif it cobld,devourei in toto (ike 
Aſher and Ammon) the reftiaines leſt unto the 
Church: Vifajacet pietas, Charity and Deyott- 


on is baniſhed, Mun illud antiquion offerendi \ 
He pertitur at 


. 


_ 


r 


rvertitur in minus auferendi, quo  faflun ft Etole- 
fiam etiam de reliquiis Decimarum jn jusvocari poſse, 
oe rationesexcogite de ſtipe; de quot parte, 
enulla parteillarum diſputare; giving is now er- 
ww to takin away,wherby' «tis come to palle 
that: the r1 he of the, remaineggf the Ghyrch, 
Cokich are Tithes and Offerings) is.nowy cald 
inco Queſtion, and to diſpute of fome other 
parr,than the tenth, or of nopartatal|, to bet 
due to.theMinifters of the Goſpell by Divine 
right. For many thereare, that lay and affirme, 


\ Tithes co bedue onely jure pofutivo buman, and 


notjure Divino,onely by policve humazelaw, 
and not tby the Divine Law'of God.” Wherein 
they ſeeme to taxe God with irultice, for that 
hein his Dwinelaw;hath ſtraightly charged us 
to preach the Word, and by thatlawto giveus 
no naintenance for preaching, butmuſt bee 
beholden only to humanelawes for the ſame. 
Indeed wee ble{ſe God for theſe poſi tive Hu- 
mane laws for Tithes, becauſe fuchis the cor- 
ruption of theſe laſt ſacrilegious times, that 
many men will neither be inſtrued nor com» 
pelled by Divine Law, to pay their Tithes out 
of a good conſcience, and as they ought to do, 
but muſt be compelled thereunto by poſinve 
humane 


Lk 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicator,- 22 _ = 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
humane lawes; but ie doth notfollowthereby 
that Tithes-are due onely jure poſitivo humano, 
onely by poſitive humane lawe, and not by 
Divine right. The Divine Law faith, Thou ſhalt 
not fteale, and the poſitive humane law 4aith 


| likewiſegghou ſhaltnot ſRteale. Burir doth not 


therefore follow that the poſitivehumanelaw 
ſhould abrogate and annihilate cheDivine and 
Morall Law of God It is agreed on byall ſides, 
that by Divine right Miniſters- muſt have 
maintenance for Preaching; And if mainte- 
nance , then either more or leſſe, or the ſame 
that the Levites had. To allow us more, men 
nowadayes will not; and to allow us leflethan 
the Levitesgiad, is to undervalue the Miniſtes 
ry.of the Goſpell, which is the miniſtration of 
righteouſnefle that exceedes in glory, far I ſay 
above the miniſtration of the lawe, which is 
the miniſtration of condemnation. If then not 
more, norleſſe than the Levites had, then the 
maintenance muſt be the ſame, that the Levits 
had,ornothing atall. Had the Levites Tithes 
and Offerings ? So-hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the Goſpell ſhould hve 
of the Gopell, 1 Cor 9.14. For if it be granted 
that they of the law receaved Tithes for their 


Miniſtery ; thea it muſt necdes bee granted L 
chat 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
chatwyeec of the Goſpel} ſhall receave-Tithes 
much rather, For ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, 1, Cor.g. 
12. 1f others (that 1s, the Levites) bee partakersof 
this power ,wby not we rather ?' as if he ſhould ſay, 
If they of che law receaved tithes ; ſhall not we 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel much rather? Know 
yet - (atth'the Apoſtle) that they which miniſter 
about boly things,eate of the things of the Temple? and 
they that waite at the Altar ,are partakers of the Altar? 
So hath the Lord ordained, .chat they which 
waite at the Altar, and preach the Goſpell, 
ſhould live ofthe Goſpel. Hath the Lord ordai- 
ned thatthe Levites of the law ſhould have 
tithes and offerings,Sohath the Lordordained 
that the Miniſters of the Goſpell ſhould have 
tiches and offerings; Forthe Apoſtle ſpeaking 
there ofcheLevits maintenance,concludeth by 
thoſe words, /o bath the Lord ordained, that the 
Miniſters portio ſhould beno leſle thar theirs, 
if not more. For ifwe can haveno le{le,norno 
more,then it muſt bethe ſame that the Levites 
had,which is the 10.0r elſe nothing. Now for 
the word Tenth,who knows not quid fitdecima? 
Nempe ex 10.partibus una And this t o part was 
inſtituted by Abraham,Gemn.14 20. Abraham gave 
Melchiz,tithes of al,To which the Apoſtle addeth 
Heb 7 2.Melchiz,receaved tithes of Abraham. And it 
| mult 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
muſt needes bethathereceaved them'dejare,of 
right For otherwiſe Mekhiz, had not bin more 
excellent than Abraha of whom he receayed the. 
Neither did Abraha pay tithes jure ſacrificis(2ulli 
enim obtulit) ſed benediftionts gratia,oy right of (as 
crifice (for hee offered none) but becauſe hee 
might receave a bleſling from Melchizedeck:for 


 thele 2 cohere,benedixit Melchizedec,decimas pen. 


dit Abraham, Thus then Largue againft all ſacti- 
legious perſons that gainſay this treth, Melchi» 
zedeco benedicenti debentnr decime, ſed idem jus ſub 
Chriſto manet; ( quia juravit Dens & non penitebit t» 
wn,T u es Sacerdos in eterniim ftcundins ordin? Mel 
chizedech,Pſa.1 10 ergoetiam Chriſto & Sacerdotio 
e143,quod non transfertar, ſed manet naterni decime 
de jure ſemper debentur ; manet ſemper ſub Chriſto des 
cimarii jus, in quo Cr per que,benedifth ſumus omnes,& 
benedius ipſe in ſecula. Si enim decime ſunt ita Sa- 
cerdotio annexe ex inſtituto Divino,quis vel qualis ſa« 
CHileg us tas ſeparabit. Que enim Deus comunxit nemo 


feparet. Sane vel adverſariineſtri,decimarii jus pervers 


Se altercantur, ant Apeſtolus ad Heb.7.$.non foltde hac 
1 re inſlituit.U bi enim Sacerdos thi decime.Vrvit Sa- 
cerdos non auferentur 1 0.vivitSacerdotia in aterni, 
x01 auferentur decime in aternii, Ergo intelligat omnes 


facrilezi quddDeus omnes Abrahami poſteros obligavit 


ut eadem-, qua decimatus eſt Lege Abraham, eadem 


lege 


— — — —— — ———. 


T he Epiſtle Deditatory, 
lege atque inſtitutione omnes ejus poſteri decimas ſuas 
debent per folyere. Andas the facred Scriptures 
maintaineand reach this truth forcithes;ſo do 
alſo many of the Fathers. S.lerom writing on 
that place of che Goſpe], Mat.z3 23. Decimatis 
mentha + anethii,ec.laith, Juſtitia & miſericordix 
& fide propter ſua gloria madavit Deus decimas aute 
propter Sacerdotes, And S. Cyprian allo wricethto 
like purpoſe concerning tithes.and offerings, 
Presbyteri abAltari-& ſacrificiis won recedant, ſed die 
acnofte celeſtibus rebus ac ſpiritnalibus ſerviant &: 
decimas tanqua Levite, ex fruftibus terre accipiant. 
Letthe Prielts & Miniſters of the Goſpelwaite 
atthe Altar and receave tithes,as theLevits did. 
Therefoxe are tithes due to the Miniſters and 
Preachers of the Word, jure Divmo, by Divine. - 
right And now myLord,[ thought good outof 
thatreſpectI oweyour Lordſhip, to addreſle 
theſame toyour Lord{hips ſervice and Patro- 
nage;nordoubting butthatyour Lordſhip.& 
all well affected Chriſtians herein , will with 
me defend this irath, that decima pars, Dei pars 
eſter; Miniſtror xm þortio.the rentpart1s the Lords 
part,and his Miniſters portion And foleaving 
your Lordſhip tothe Divine providence, I al- 
waies relt,at yourLordlhjps ſerviceto.be com- 
manded, | 
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| 
Y And his maintenance; 
ſe 
-« Text, 1 Cor. g. 14; So hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
y preach the Goſpell, ſhowld live of the Gaſpell, 
© N every Worke thete muft be 26545 
| yl and 599% a Time and aTempeſtivity? 
- Wy or {exſoni obferyed: a time whichiss 
d G J wenſuragitionwm, that which meaſu- 
> > [1-rcth all our aRions, and then a tern- 
a8 peRtiviry or ſeaſon, which may bee 
f called Saf aomon, that which (2+ 
> ſoneth all our ations (for whatſoe- 
ver is unſeaſonable, is unpleaſanc.) 
G | ' And asin all other workes, {© _ in 
. this great Worke of the Lord, the preaching and diſpenhng of the 
Word ;th:re muſt be obſerved a time, and cempettivicy orieaton, 
: thatis, Text and Time mult haye congruity each with other. We 
} are heere now meetataSynod or Afembly of learned Men, and 


Preachers of the Goſpe'l, and what firter ſubjeR can I treate of, 
than of the Goſpell,and the maintenance, that doth belong unts 
the Preachers thereof ? For as a Father truly ſaid, Ut Saluynon fine 
Verbs, nec fine Prophera Verbum; ſic fine author amento ſuo,nec Pro- 
þ betas, wee Prophet arum ſchoias, din fore certum eft : As there is no 
| Faith and Salvation without the Word , nor Word preached 
- Withoutthe Prophers; So wichout maintenance neither the Pro- 
| * B | phets 


—— 


"IG 


- The Goſpel and 
phets rjer Schooles of the Prophets can long commitie, "Therefore | 


fairhmyText, Hatbihe Lord ordgined, that they "7 arp 
Gofpell, ſhould ve of eroſpe!h, Preaching is wie bprds ordi- 
narnce;and miagjenauce for Preaching t5alſo theEprasprdinance: | 
therfore, there i$a neceRlity for bogh;For God hath Gdvined them | 
both, Down ardinavi,che Lotd hath ordained,that they which 
Pregetithe Goſpell, ſhould live ofthe Golpell, Furſt then, there is 
ageceſhry of Preaching the Gol e\], far ſo ſaith % Paul, Neceſſity 
«dug md, as: wog®u &e if a not theGoſfialls Tothis | 

Kzeck.cap. zz Pitpoſethe'Tord by the rout ofhls Prophet” Ezechiel faich, If | 

the watchman blow not the Trumper ,if -deftration cometipon \ 

the people, theirtflgpd willIrquire at the handsof that Prophet, 

A neceſſity then wee {ce lyeth on the Prophet to preach, for the 

Lord hath alſo ordained ir. . And fecondly, a neceſſity alſo there 

7s of tnaintenatice for the Preachers of the Goſpell , becauſe the 

Lord hath otdained both. As thereis a neceſſity of the one, ſo alſo 

there is ofthe orher, If we preach not the Goſpel, we periſh inour 

ſoules, and if we hayenor maintenance for preaching, wee periſh 
in-out bodies. If we preach not the Goſpell, our ſoules are iv dan» 

r to becloſt: and if we ſhall not have maintenance alſo for Prea- 
ching;our bodies are in danger to be leſt ; both then muſt behad, | 
becauſeirtis the Lords ordinance , angl becauſe ir concernes alſo | 
bottvout ſoulesand bodies. Thereforehath the Lord ordained, crc. | 
Herethen- is Gods ofdai-mance, whidh'requires two things. 

: The Pteaching of the Goſpell. 
The Maintenance due thereunto. 
In the fcit, The ordinance for preaching, we may obſerve who 
it 1s that makerth this ordinance, it ts the Lord, Donuwnus ordinavir, 
The Lord hath ordained. 

I What it is that is ordained, namely two things. 

| That the Gofpell be preached, for fo hath the Lord ordained, 

, Thatthe Preachers thereof be maintained, far ſo hath the Lord 
ordaihed;that chey which preach the Goſpell, ſhouldliye of the 
Goſpell.'Ofcheſc in order, 

2 Andfift wee are to conſider, v. ho it is that maketh this ordai- 

nauce for the Preaching of the Goſpell, namely the Lord, Dowi- 

was ordinavit, Tt is the Lords ordinance, not mans : both the prea= 
ching of the Goſpell, and the maintenance thexeunto belonging ; 
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© Tris not Inventuns Humanum, but infitutum Divinum : Not a hu- 


mane invention (for then ic might ceaſe) buta Divine inſtitution, 
and ordainanceof God that abideth for ever. It is ike the laws of 
the Medes and Perfianscthatafter nor.It is Gods ordinance that the 


Goſpell ould be preached : Whence we may obſerye, That the 1 Poſition, 


preaching of the Goſpe!l is the ordinary meanes that God hath 
appointed to call us to ſalyation. $3 hath the Lerd ordained, &c. 
So the Apoltlercaisthe © Goſpell #/vawr me #3 gx murhcuty /\ the 
jon of God toSalyarivn, roevery one-that doth believeahd o= 

ey the ſame. And thisis the Heavenly vocation: and calling, as 
the Apolile ſaith, 2 Theſſ. 2,14. He cated you by onr Goſpel, to »b= 
tatne the glory of our Lord Teſns Chrift.The Apoſtle ca's it our Go- 
ſpell, inreſpeRt of — thereof, -So fairh Areeins on that , 
place,.z Theſ. 2.1.4: Dei eft, &\P ants oft-Evangeliom , It is Gods 
Goſpell,and it is Pauls Golpellalſo : Dei eff Evany elluw tanquam 
au horis, Pali oft; ut 6jus predicatio ci commiſſa ſmrrar : It is Gods 
Goſpell, as hee is the author of ir, it is/Paw/; Goſpell, as the Prea« 
ching thereof it commitred aunts hin, q/2..3 

- This is that immorallſeed we cartryabour,in earthſy veſſels,and 
that ſyncere mi!ke, wheteby ovr ſoulegare nouriſhed up toeter- 
nall life. From hence the Goſpeil hath theſe ſeversll names, ticles 
andattributes, to ſhew the efficacy and power theresf, Asit is 
called Enangeliym Dei, 1 Cor. 117, The Goſpel of God, Evange- 
tinm Chriſti, Marke 1.1. Bonuns Dei Verbugs, Heb.6.y. Bonumy ſe- 
men, Mat. 3.4 Evangelinm regni, Evangeline ſalutis, Aits,12.13 
Verbumy Vite, Phit.1.erbum reconciliations, 2 Cor.x 20. Verbum 
Varitatss, Coloſ: t. Verbum Fidei, Rom, 10.8. Doltrina Sprrituc, 
1 Cor.2.10.Gladins Spiviens; Epheſ 6.17. All which ticles ſhew the 
power andefficacy ot the Goſpell,and the preaching thereof, For 
it is this only,that if we be ignorant,can inſtruct us, If out of the 
way, it wil) bring us home. If out of order, this will reforme us. 
Ifin heavineſſe, this will comfort vs. If dull, this will quicken us, 
If cold,this will inflame us. Therefore $. Cyprian called it a Bane 
querof Heavenly wiſdome, wherein are all true contents for the 
Soule of man. And the fame Father alio-19 his Booke De amplrcs 
AMartyriofaith, Nallus eſt hommum morbur,cni Evangelium pre ſens 
remedium nonſuppeditat. There is no diſcale in the foule of man, 
bur there is a remedy for the ſame.in the Goſpell,T ole,{eze, Toke, 
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2 Polition. 


» Poſition. 
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food. Apd a> Chrift (aid 10.Afarth 


A 1. Fhe: Gofpelb-and D 
{ep a Takeupand jendc;rake up an Freaterhe Goſpel, (for into | 
rharwas chedivefion,) was irfaidr tos, whtyby 4 (t/*ernaty- 


» 


wall veyce;biCenfB.cor2.By reading whereof, kobecame of a Mt 


nicheda trugorthodba Chrifian;andafirong pilkit inthe Chineh 


- ef Gat; This 18 Godsordinance,for Gudharh'ordained & ,andj8 {+ 


/forhis eldry,andanensafalvation:when ce we are againe to obſerye. 


.> The neceſſity ot Preaching the Goſpel. So hath the Lord ord ai 


#ed that they which preachth + Goſpth,  c.oDominms err avit, (ich 
ts Texr;zherefore necefiayy Yea-loneeitiary. tsir, that bur (oulgs 
26anngt live withour.tt, ng! more an the body kamlive without 
wh hoc necefſſuring, this one 
thing jz»neceffary 340 preaching of the Golpell ische moſt-neceſſa, 
ay thing ofeltothers. Jfchn.body wants meas, in kbyRecif the ſoule 
warns this Heaxrnly: Afutus it dyes allo... Fe ratbig tprtian Adama 
& Cibnskeatlingiom foules1n this life ,+to that! which is ta-come. 
Therefore Nomindt ordieanit.the Lord had ordaigetthetthe Go. 
ſpelhſhould be PreachedsFrom whence I abſerve this 3.Pofition, 
The dignity and excellengy. of the ofhieei of Preachigg, lt is nor 
'{uch'a4 meane 3nd baſe callingyes many <qunt it(that cals usPriefts 
in ſcome):(&&ing our blefled Sayiour-Chrift himſelte tooke on 
him-the ofhct of Preacher, Md49-3+ Irfus went abour all Cittics 
and-Fownes preaching the Goſpell, and healing every (ickneſle, 
and difcaſeamengft che people, From hence; thag.is, fromthe dig- 
nity andexecllency ofcheir effice,are they called Srets, Saviour, 
Chariors of lſradl, Platiers Waterers, Build r5,Stewards Watchmen 
Souldiers, Nur ces, Friends of God Workers together with God, Di- 
ſpenſars of the ſecrets of Grd, Prophets, Angels, and other {ach like 
wutles ofallteyerence and honour, And4his is: Gods ordainance, 
ctharſo it ſhould be;for Dominus ordinavit,faith the text, the Lord 
hach ordainedit,8&c. But alas,, Brethren, though preaching the 
Golpelibe Gods ordainance, and though it be ſo neceſſary, thac ir 
concerne our ſalyation; and though the dignity. and excellency of 
it bee ſo great; yet notwithſtanding how 1s preaching this ordai- 
nance of God negleRted and de{piled? For what acceptance doth 
it find here, but fooliſhneſle of preachiog,hormlines of Sacraments, 
a militant Church, a deſpiſed proteſhon? And the preachers of the 
Golpel,the xzxbdruar 7s 7ws,theoft-ſcowring of rhe werld. When 
yet indeed, and in truc judgement, it is here you ſee in wy =_ 

| | ods 
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©, 5 
Gods ordainance,znd-this fooliſhneſſe of prexching the power of 
God to ſalvation, . Theſe mure letters, the lively oraclesof God, 
this deipiſed profeſſion,the meancs of ou; peaceand recanciliution 
with God ;this Church the Kings daughter, all glotiops viithing 
this Croſic,the Banner of Viſtory,and this profefſion heaven upen 
earth. Which things being ſo, it might cauſe and move any man, 
to ſet a better eſtimate on the Goſpel, and the Miniſters, andPre< 
Chers thereof. Sic e/fimet, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.4-Lea a man (4 
efteeme us, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stemaras of the ſ{cyets of 
Ged. But alas,ſuch is the iniquity of theſe times ; that as the ſhad 
dow went 1 0.degrees back in the daies of Ahaz,ſo 10.deg.do the 
fhaddows of Chiift,] meaue his miniſters goback in their eſteem, 
We tnay (ce in ſome Pariſhes ſtrange behaviour towaras their Mi1- 
friſters of che Goſpell: A drunken companion bearding Gods Mi- 
niſters ; a contentious Incendiary vexing hun with continuall ſures 
and ations; a whiſpering tale-bearer , caſting falſe aſperfiors and 
fanders on him ; an obftinate Papiſt calling ns herericks, and this 
is the eſtimate that this world ſets on us. We Preach, we Pray,uwe 
Study,we ſpend our time,our braines,our firenght, our heate, our 
blood, our health and{in a ſenſe) our lives to fave their ſoules,thar 
care not for our bodies, Men ſucke our Milke like Mules,and then 
kicke us with cheir hecles, nay, even treade and crainple us under 
cheir feet. Thus are we gone 1 o,degrees backe in our eſteeire ; 10 
ate we alſo gotie 20.degrees back in our ma ntenance fur themolt 
part of us, For ſacriledge hath _. ard ficeced many Mini- 
fers,that thicy are like Menalca's (heep, ix ofſibus berent: wheras 
a Lay-man runs like a Mathematicall line in wealth, ad infinttum: 
oncly the Clergy muſt be bound te their pittance,to their comp?- 
rency. Theſe ſacrilegious men thatrob the Church are impir 7r.4- 
pezte (as one faith) quibur lurum eff pietas, lnerwms oft Enang clte 
Hm : Oui Evangelium preatcant,ex Evangelio non vitmat, Pr ob ans 
ram conditionem plerorum; Mintſtrorumy19: ſuffictt ad vitlum,P ts 
lum vel P etrum adults exponere »n Eceleſiaga(r jugiter etiam T er en» 
tin pueris expoſuerint in ſchala ' exclamananm eſt profetts cum quo- 
dans T heolopo, Aut hoc non eft Euang lim ant qui tam Scytirce 08 
traft ant, non ſunt Evangeltcs, For to returne to che Text: the Lord 
hath ordained that they which preach the Golſpell, ſhould live of 
& c Goſpell. 1 were pitty therefore, nay; umpiety, that Religion 
B 3 ſhould 
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ſhould give way to ſacriledge; and Chriſt to Mammon, to deſtroy 
the Church and the Inheritanze thereof, which are Tithes, and of- 


ferings, which God hath ordained and cftabliſhed by Divineright. 
For if by Divine right (that1s,by Law and Goſpell)' che Miniſters 
and Preachers muft have maintenance: I kgow no other mainte- 
nance,nor can reade of no other mainteyance inthe whole Bible 
than Tithes and Offerings, which are eſtabliſhed both by Law 
and Coſpell. 


Firſt by the Law : For our Saviour came not to deftroy the Law, 


but co fulfill the ſame ; eſpecially if i bee a morall Law as this is, 


pives (hall bee 
alevelznce 
by way of 
Almcs. 
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Thoſe Tithes then that were due by the morall Law of Moſes; 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles did not diſanull, but rather pur life unto 
them. Yer wee may plainely diſcerne many enemies again(t this 
truth,and eſpecially three forrof men, that joyne in this ſacriledge 
of robbing Gods Church in Tithes; Atheiſts, Papiſts and Prote- 
ſtants onely in ſhew : The Atheiſt, becauſe he hath no religion, 
he will nave all the Tirhes : The Papift dif};king the preſent Reli- 
gion, thinkes im conſcience, he may keepe Tithes in Cuſtodiam,into 
his owne cuſtody : though perhaps give ſomething of them to his 
Priclts,and keepe the reft f 

fancly, that pawpertas nutrix Religionis, that poverty in the Minj- 


r himfclfe : And the third thinkes pro- 


ter, is the onely nurſe of Religion : * and ſo layes faft hold on Ti- 
thes, which are and ever were the Lordspart, and his Miniſters 
portion. The Church is free, and ever had his frechold and main= 
cenance,that is, Tithes and Offerings,borh before theLaw,and un- 
der the Lawand under the Goſpeil. From whence I colle& this 
fourth poſition. 

Thar Tithes the Churches inheritances are dye to the Miniflers 
of the Goſpell, /wre Divine, by Divine right, that is, by Law and 
Goſpci!, And that his is tiue, we prove it,becauſe «v/o:£7-, that is, 
becauſe God hath ſaid it in his Scriptures, which cannot lye,Nowy 
in Divine matters,we are to conſider qus dixit, who fayes it, 
namely (od & his Sctiptures, 1nd ſo wee ought acquieſcere, to fit 
down and be ftill, But in huinane marters indeed we are toweigh, 
Quid & quo jure drum, what 1s faid, and by what right, andin 


theſe, chcre can be no fimple truth, If then it-bee proved that Ti- 


thes drc due to the Miniſters of the Goſpell,jure Divinogby divine 
righe, both by Laiy and Goſpell, this ſhall arisfic all hoheſt and 
well 


ow 
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well affected Chriſtians in this truth. Bur if any bee contentious, 
we have no {ucly cultomeyaor the Churches of God. Inthe mouth 
of two or three witneſſes, every truth (121! be eſtabliſhed, Fir, 
then we reade in Geneſis,that Abrabam the Father of the fanthſul 
payd Tithes to Melchizedeck, Gent 4.20.and that was before Le 
vees time, For Levs,ſaith the Apoſtle,paid Tithes in Abrabam. Ant 
if Melchizedeck be a Prieſt for ever, and that Pricſthood bee eſta. 
bliſbed iu Chr:ſt for ever,and continue alſo for ever. But Chriſts 
Priefthood remaineth alſo for ever.(T hoy art a Prieſt for ever after 
the order of Melchizedeck,) Thereforethe maintenance belonging 
to the lame Prieſthood, remaineth allo tor eyer, To this purpole, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb.7.8. Here, wen nhich dye receave Tithes ; 
but there he, (thac js, Chrift) receaveth them , of whom it is ſaid, 
that,he liveth. Secondly, paying Tithes is a moral law flll in force, 
not to bee abrogated, God himſelfe commandeth it by expreſſe 
words, D ent.1 4+22.T bow ſhalt give the Tithe or tenth part of all thy 
fruits wbich grow on the earth, yeare by yeare. Bur this is a morall 
Lay not abrogated, bur ſtill in force. Therefore are Tithes due by 
Divine right. Thirdly,the practiſe and example of the Fathers and 
Patriatchs is to bee obſcryed herein, And then we ſhall find chat 
Tacob built a houſe to God,and gave him Tithes of all he poſſeſſed, 
Gen.28.22. Therefore Tiches ought to bee paid alſo by the exam- 
ple and the praQtite of the Fathers, Fourthly,If we grant (as wee 
mult needs) ch5t they of the Law receaved Tithesz then it muſt 
alſo be granted that we of the Goſpell {hall receave them much 
rather, For ſo ſaith the Apoſtle in this chapter, wherein my Texe 
is,ver{.1 2.1f others be partakers of this power, are not we rather ? 
As if he ſhould ſay: If they of the Law receaved Tithes, ſhall not 
we of the Goſpell rather? Burt they rhat then waited at the Altar 
kad them, 1 Coy. 9.13. Therefore we 3lto that now waite at the 
Altar in time of the Gojpell , ſhall alſo bee partakers of the 
Altar,and of all Tithes, rights, and offcrings,that theteunto belon- 
ecth, Had the Prieſts and Levits in the time of che Law Tithes and 
Offerings,i Cor.9.1 3.5% Sic ordinavit Dommns,ſ0 hath the Lord 
ordained thatthey which waite and Preach the Golpe)l, ſhould. 
live of che Goſpeil, For my Text ix the _— wordsto the Ar» 
gument before for Tithes, that che Apoſtle there layeth downe. 
Had they that waited at the Altar,maintenance 2 Had ——_— 
oY 2.5 hes 2. 
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aiftis mii Decimas & Privut ine : & quia dum parva ſwhtraxiſtic, 


Tithes? So hath the Lord ordained that hkewiſe we the Minifters 
of the Golpell, which ſacceede the Levites,ſhould haye that majn- 
tenance that the Levites had, Fifthly, If the Minitters of the Go.. 
ſpell ſhall not receave the tenth, then either more or lefſe than the 
Levites had: But more they will no: give us, and to give us leſſe, 
is to underyalue the Goſpell to the Law, and the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell to the Miniſters of the Law, Six hly, As the Law,ſo alſo 
the Goſpel commands thistruth and duty of paying Tithes jn ex- 
prefle words, Matth.23.23. Te Tithe Mint, Aniſe, and Cunmin, 
and paſſe over the Law, luſtice, Mercy, and Truth, Thele things 
oughtye to doe, and notto leave the other undone. Bur all theſe 
are morall duties, Iuſtice, Mercy,and paying of Tithes. Therefore 
Rill ro be obſerved. For this word Oporter, makerh paying of Ti- 
thes a morall duty. Ye ought noc (faith 0.'r Saviour) to leave the 
other undone:If we ouzhtto obey the commandement of Princee, 
how much more ought weto obey the precepts and commande- 
ments of God and our Saviou!? Andasthe Scriptures, fo alſo the 
Fathers, both of the Eaft and Welt Churches, doe maintaine this 
truth. S. Origen in his 1 1, Homily upon Numb. hath theſe words: 
LL uomedo Se Inflicia noſtra,pluſqus Scribari  Phariſcorum 
ſo 1s de fraftibus terre ſme guſt we no avdettyr ivſoui primitias $ 4. 
cerdotibus offer ant cr Levitis decume ſeparentay. At eg onibillorwng 
faciens, frutt#hus terre abutar jut Saceraos neſciat, Levita ignoyet, 


' Divinum Altars non ſentiat. How dothour righteouſnefſe exceed 


the righteouſneſle of the Scribes and Phariſees ? If they durſt nog 
once to taſte of their fruites of the earth, betore they had offered 
their firſt fruits co the Prieſts,and their Tiths were ſeparated tothe 
Levites. But { doing none of theſe things do fo abuſe the fruitsof 
the carth, chat neither the Prieſt, the Levite, nor Divine Altar are 
ſenſible of Tithes, And there alfv is added: Fawc egoleg eng obſer- 
vari, ctram ſecundum literam ( ict alianonnulla) 12 e(ſarimm uto, 
Apgaine che lame Father writing on the 23 of Mathwzs.on theſe 
words, Te Tithe Mint, Cumming: .laith Hoc eff preceprum yon 
minus Chriſtians ,quans [udexs neceſſarium :This is 2 Law no lefle 
neceſſary for Chriſtians than for the Iewes. S. Chryſoſtome allo on 
the 3.0f Malachy, on theſe words : Ye have Goil.d me in Tuthes 

and offerings, ſaith, In penurta & fame walede(t eſti, quia non Fg 
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c$1:tam abundantiam frugum & poſſeſſionnm veſtitarum perdi1i. 
ſtis.Sciatuigitur vos igeo perdidiſſe abundantiam,quia frandavis 
(fra rac mean partem ; moneoigitar ut reddatis mibi mea, & ego 
reſtituams vebu veſtra.Ne are curſed in penury andfamine,becauſe | 
ye have not given me Tithes and Offerings, And therefore, becauſe 

| pe have taken away from me ſmall chings, ye have loſt the whole a- 

| undance of your fruits, and poſſeſſions, Therefare I admaniſh you, 

| that you give and rendex unto me thoſe things that are mine, and I 

| will give and reſtore unta you thoſe things that are yours, S. [er 2m, 

| alſo on thar Mlace.Giith, (uFicians & miſericordiam, + fidem prop- 

er [nam gloriam mandavit Deus ; Decimas autems propter Sa- 

cerdotes, S, Cyprian alſo writeth thus of Tiches : Presbytert ab 

Altari & Sacrificiu now recedant : ſed die ac notte caleſtibus re- 

. bus & Firitnalibus ſerviant, & Decimas, tanquam Levite , ex 

- frultibuy terreaccipiant. 1 need not engliſh it to this Auditory. S. 

4 A##in alſo hath the words to this effect, Majores noſtri (inguit) 

p ide copits omnibus abundabant , quia Deo Decimas dederunt,o 

, Ceſari cenſurm reddebant : modo antem, quia diſceſſit devotia 

S Dei, acceſſit indittio fiſci, And thus we ſee both by Scriptures and 
Fathers,that, God hath appointed Tithesfor the Minifters mainte- 

4 nance. Se hath the Lard ordained, that they which preach the Go- 

4 ſpell ſhould live of the Gaſpell, IF Preachers and Minilters of the > 

q Goſpel| may not have Tithes and Offerings: what wall enſue buc 

} deſolatienin the Holy place? and all grow either toblind Idolatry, 
t 

d 


or flat Paganiſine atthelaſt? Therefore let none (except they to 
whom theſe holy things doe appertaine) dare lay hands on Gods 
part and the Churches Inheritance, For it is ſacr:/egium,nay, /acrs 


c furtum, and ſacriraptum, plaine theft and robbery againſt God 
f and his Church. A ſbarking facrilegious man thrives backeward : 
0 whileſt he deceaves God of his due, the tenth part, hee loſerh ninc 
- parts to himſelfe. Ifeyer thou be the farter for this gravell,or theri- 
- cher for that, let me come to begge atthy doore. Go on ſtill ia thy 
C facrilegious courſe. The Prophet Eſapes propheſic of the Churches 
-4 eſtate, in his firſt chap is now cometo paſſe in thefe our Dayes:And 
c the daughter of $10n ſhall be left like a cottage in a V meyard, like 
q a lodge in a Garden of Cucumbers, like a beſieged City. The 
fs Church was once rich, but it was#* dieb 4llrs, inthe golden 
< times, when honeſty went in plaine cloarhes, and oftentation duſt 
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not give Religion the checkmate: Now they pleade preſcriptions 
and prooye rhem their owne by long poſſcfhon, Clanſtra arc tur- 
ned into Planſtra, religious Houſes into Gentlemen-houſes. Men 
rob ar am Dominicam,co furniſh haram Demeſticam,Gods Altar, 
to furniſh their owne houſes; and the fingers of their patterities are 
therein heavierthan their fathers loynes. Heretofore thete were 
bulders of Ehurches,now there are fpoylers and robbers of them, 
When Cjzio robbed the Temple of Thelsfſa, there was not a man 
that carried away any of the gold of the Temple, that ever proſpe= 
red after it : Ipray you tell me (if eſpecially you note the 3. of 3. 
enerations) how many you know have thrived by the goods of 
e Church? They go from man to man withour reſt, fice the Arke 
amone the Philiſtines, which was removed from Afhdod ww (ath, 
from Gath to Eckrem, as if it could finde no placete reft in ; bur 
fill yexed che people that kepr ir, till it returnedto his owne place 
in Ifcael.Oftencimes thee Churches livings, being left byGentlemen 
totheir heires, prove gangrenes to their whole eftares: and houſe 
being joyned. to heule fo faft, Godshouſe ta their houles, that the 
fire whick beginsprthe one, oftentimes conſumes the other:like that 
Eagle, which Role a petce of meate from the Altar, carryed a coale 
with it, that ſet her owne neſt on fire. It may bethey can objeR, 
they botighttheſe impropriations with their penyy. Bur Saloon 
tels them, it is a ſnare ro a manto ufurpe, and deyowre holy things, 
Fro.20,25. Thereforethey ought not to finger theſe holy things, 
that are conſecrated to the Lord,and thereby to ſpoyle God, as the 
Prophet Malachy complaineth inhis 3.cha. concerning Tithesand 
Offerings; Let all facrilegious Laickes conſider theſe things, whoſe 
hands and fingers are belimed with ſactiiedge and bribery, agd bec- 
imecred with the price of blood. They whoſe facrilegious throates 
can {wallow downe who!e Churches, and whoſe mawes have de. 
voured whole Pariſhes of famiſhed foules. Alas how theſe men 
forget to build' up the Cedar workeof piety and devotion, and 
tetrne onely to paint it ovef with Vermilion, They white and par- 
ger the walles of their profeſſion, but therubbiſh and cobwebs of 
im, ſacriledge, bribery, and fimony hangs i« the corners of their 
Conſcience. Letthem take heed, for a Bible under their arme,crin 
their houſes; will nor excuſe a falſe confſciencciri their boſoms, They 
looſetheir prayers,if whileRt God hath their knee, the World harh 
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their conſcience. O that they would conſider this Text, that theſe 
holy things are the Lords and his Miniſters, which wayte atthe 
Altar. For as:in time of the Law, the Pricſtes and Leyites of the 
Law had thegyfo inthe time of the Goſpel hath the Lord ordained 
that the Miniſters ofthe Goſpellſhall have them alſo. Por, /# hath 
the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gofþell, fronld live 
of the Goſpel, Now to God the Father,God the Sonne,&c. 


Andnow give mee leaye alſo to ſpeake a word of perſcnall p,qgautt Ti 
Tithes, of the right of them: whether they be alſo due to the Mini- cthes due allo | 
ſers of the Golpell or not? That is, ſuch Tithes as aziſe out of any 59 Miniſters, | 


lawfull ng by any art,{cience,manaual occupation,trade 
or marchandize, whether theſe perſonall Tithes be due by Gods 
Lawes, and by conſcience alto ? My chiefe ayme in this place 1s (if 
ic be poſſible) to pull ſundry honeſt Chriſtians out of ris unconſci- 
onable finne, which perhaps many of them never dreamed ou. 

The Arguments on which my Poſition undertaken is grounded, 
are drawne from theſe places of Scripture. The x.piace in wy Text 
and the precedent yer. 1 Cor.g.l3,14. Doc ye not know that they 
which miniſter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple, 
and they which waite at the Altar, are partakers of the Altar ? 
Evenſo bath the Lord ordained, that they which Preach the Go« 
Sell ould live of the GoFpell, 

The ſecond place of Scripture for the proofe of perſonall Tithes, 
is inthe Epiſtle to the Galathians,cap.6,yv.6, Let him chat istaughe 
inthe Word, make him that caught him partaker of all his goods. 
Firſt marke theſe words; Let him that ts raught and inſtrutted,cc, 
whether he be a Nobleman, or a Gentleman, a Husbandman.or a 
Tradeſman,an artificer of the Country,or of theTowne or City(and 
there is doubtlefſe, as much preaching in Cities and Townes, as in 
country Pariſhes, wherc Tithes are paid in kind)Be he what he will 
be,the Miniſter and Preacher may juſily by Gods Law, demand a 
portion of that Citizen or Townlmans cleare gaine, that he hath 
gotten by his ar, ſcience, trade, handicraft,or merchandize(by which 
any lawtu.l gaine is made) cowards his maintenance, The Apolile 
ia expreſſe words faith it in the places of Scripture before cited, as 
1 Cor.g9.13,14.& Galar 6.6, The Lord (faithche Apofile) in the 
tCor.9.14, hath ordained, that they which preach the Goſpell, 
ihould live of che Goſpell, But the Goſpell is preached to Citizens, 
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Townſmen, and Tradſmen, that have many of them no prediall 
Tuthes,as well as it is preached to Husbandmen, Therefore the 
Parſons, Preachers, and Minifters chat have the cure of foules, may 
juſtly and lawfully require a majntenance our of theiezleere gaines, 
as well atthey may require the tench from the husbandinen. 

Now there are 2.Queſtions that will ariſe here to be conſidered, 
Firft, whether a Minitter having a comperency in prediall Tithes, 
(thatis, of the profirs of the ground) a man thar lives by trading, be 
bonndin conſtience and juſtice,to giveas much of his cleare gaines 
as if he had not ſuch'a competency in prediall Tithes, 

Ifevery Tradſinan muſt and oughtto pay , then whether he be 
bound to pay a renth of his cleare gaines, 

For the1.1 am'of opjhion that he that heareth Gods Word prea- 
ched and is tavghein the Word, and is made partaker of the Mini= 
ters ſpiritus!s; muſtrender unto him his carnals, though the huſ 
bandmans prediall Tkhes be neuer ſo bountifull and ſuffictene. 
For whar is that to the Tradimans eonſcience ? Andthe Apofile 
proyesthis in the precedent words in that c1.Co79,11,1f we have 
fower unto you ſþi; itoall things, is itn grear warterif we reape your 
carnall thing? And to this purpoſe, he allo ſaith,Ga/.6.6. Let him 
that is taught in the word(whether aTownſman ot a Husbandman) 
miniſter to him that teacheth him, Buc cheſe Queſtions will be beſt 
refolyed, bypropomiding andaniſwering rhe uſual{ pleas, which 
many men make againſt rbis ruth, 

© Firft,they obje&. If a Miniſter haye a competentliving out of 
prediall Tithes from the husbandman, then ſuch as live upon tra- 
dimg,and marchandize are not bound to allow him maintenance. 

To-this] anſwer,E very Chriftian whether tradſmanor elſe, ought 
by Gods Law,and in conſcience, to give the Miniſter his due in pers 
ſonall Tithes, though he have go0d maintenance from the husband= 
man 1n prediall Tithes : For the Apoftle in the place before named, 
Gal.6.6,Ler him that is taught,&c.thatis, Every he,none excepted 
( uvlefſe he that hath nothing to give, in which caſe the Minifter, 
as other men, ought to give tothar He) every one,] ſay that heareth 
the word, and is able to give. For if others give, and thou think by 
that to be excuſed ; how doeft thou obey the Apoſtites precepr, 
which excludes none bur thoſe that have nothing to give? I argue 
thus: If the Miniſter might not require maintenance of the Tradl- 
| man, 


ee 
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iall man , becauſe he hath enough from others in prediall Tithes, it 
the would follow then: Thar if Tu Manifter haye a temporalleſtate of 
_y his owne;fafficient to mainteine him, he might nor juſtly demand 
es, any Tithes at all: which none that are in their right wits will af- 
firme : for who goeth a warfare at his owne coſt? 1 Cor.g, Who 
ed, planteth a Vine-yard, and eateth not of the fruit of the Vine? or 
es, who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milke of the flock? Ther= 
be fore every man that 15 made partaker of the Miniſters ſpiritvals,muſt 
nes render his carnals. Sce and conſider the g.cha.of the 1,Epilt.to the pl 
{orinthiang, | 
be But perhaps the tradſman will reply again,that he payes ij.d, at 0bjeR. 3; 
eaſter in heu ofhisTthes; which he thinks in conſcience to diſcharge 
"a him from further payment. : 
a To this ] anſwer, that unconſcionable Tradfinen, that offerings Auſw. 1. 
uf are onething, the 10. part another thing ; yer both are holy to the 
Ne Lord, and are his due, and the payment of the one, doth not abro- 
tle gate or diſannull the payment of che other, 
ye Secondly I anſwer that un:onſcionable Trad{man, that if he will 4=/v. 2, 
ur allow God and his Minifter bur a 2, penny maintenance for feeding 
im his ſoule: God and the Miniſter might allow him alſo 1n juſtice, bur 
n) a 2.penny maintenance for feeding both his body and ſoule. Ler 
ſt him heare the wiſe man in this caſe, Pr9.3.9. Honour God with thy 
ch ſubſtance,&c. And the Apofile Gal. 6.6. Let him that is taught in 
the word, miniſter unto him that teacheth him in all good things. ObieB.3, 
of . Yer perhaps this fly. Tradſman (who by deceaving his Miniſter, 
a= deceayeth his own ſoule) will againe objeR and {ay,trade and pro- 
feſſion is caſuall,and he often looſerh more than he gets; why then 
he ſhould not the Miniftes beare a part inthe lofſesas well as he hath a | 
Is part in the gaines ? 
_ To this I anſwer, That the husbandman ſometime alfo looſeth, An/3v, 1; | 
J, and hath not his fced again that he ſawed,and yet payesTithes,clic ; | 
d the Mwiſter perhaps in a deare yeare, might periſh through want, 
n by chat rule of the tradſman. Secondly,it is a fallacy ex non conceſ< 
h ſis ; For the Miniſter requircs no maintenance of the tradſman,whe | 
y there isnone gotten by him, Tr is nor granted chat any Miniſter of | 
t, the Goſpel will be fo unconſcionable, as to require Tithes or main« 
C renance of thae trad{man that loſerh by his trade. The Quettiou is 
I. not of is lofles,but of his cleare gaines, 


Thaxdly, 
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14 The Goſpel and 


Thirdly, The Miniſter doth nor call for his maintenance by way 
of partner-fhip with the tradſman; bur as a due for ſpirituals by 
Gods Word. Andthe Miniſters painesis as great when he loſerh,as 
the cradſmans paines is when he loſeth. In this caſe(l ſay) that if 
the Tradſman be pyore, the Miniſter is bound according to his abi- 
lity to allow him maintenance,andto (ti:re up others,alſo to do rhe 
like. All theſe are the 6bjeRions of a Gadaren,that loves his ſwine, 
berter than the company of Chriſt, 

Laſtly, Sacrilegious men will objeQ, I need not pay perſonall 
Tithes, becauſe there is noLaw,chat can make me confeſle them due 
upon my oath, as I muſt conteſſe predicall Tithes, 

To this I anſwer,thac perſonall Tithes are due by Gods Law,and 
the law of the land alſo: And though the Law be fo remiſle,to fore 
beare to purmento their oachfor pertonall Tithes,ie doth norther- 
by follow, thatthey are not due: Yea rather itinferreth,that every 

ood Chriſtian will ultre,of his owne accord, in conſcience pay his 

ithes perſonall , eſpecially when he is toreceave the Sacrament, 
and is examined by the Miniſter of his cleare gaine of his perſonall 
Tithes. And yet there is a Statute alſo 1n the 2.yeare of Edward 
the 6.Cap.1 3, for the payment of thefe perſona!i Tickes; where ye 
ſhall find theſe words. Thatevery perſon exercifing merchandize, 
bargaining;(. lling,clothing,handicraft,or other art,&c, ſhall yearly 
at the feaſt of Eaſter, pay their perſonall Tithes, the 10. part of his 
cleare gaines.So to this purpoſe,a Statute was made in the 27.yeare 
of Henry the 8, Therefore what 1s allowed and proved due both 
by Gods Law, andinans alſo; man isbound by a double right to 
Obſerve and keepes 
Conſider theſe things, and the Lord give you underftanding ia 
allthings. And now ye that are Biſhops and Magiſtrates,for Gods 
ſake, for his Churches ſake, for the poore Miniſters ſake, for Con» 
ſcience ſake, and as you woul4 have God to blefſe you, and yours; 
roule up your ſpirits, awaken your Chriſtian courage, and ſee your 
ſclyesagainft theſe wicked and facri'egioustimes. See as much as 
in youlyes, that the Church and the Min ers thereof, havethcic 
rights,and portions, which belongs unto thew. That ſo God may 
open the windowesot Heaven, and powre downe his bleflingsup= 
onus; which many times, he hath juſtly with-held from us,becaule 
We haye with-held Jus part from him, which isthe Texth, For the 
| Tenth 


bis Maiutenance I5 
Tenth part is Gods part, and the Miniſters portion, Andſo 
prayng God, that every one of us, in our ſeverall callings, may live 
to the glory of God, the Well-fare of his Church, and Common« 


weale , and tothe comfort allo one of another: I ead with my 
dayly Prayers unto God, for the proſpericy of Sion. 


j 


FINIS, 
SoliDeo Gloria, 


| | Hey cx conciomm henc, cui titalue eft, The Goſpell 
and his maintenance, («nacam Epiſtols nuncepetoria 
44 R-in Chriſte P.D, Epiſcopum Ciceftrenſem) in qua nibil 
reperio bonis moribus, ant ſane dofiring contraerinm, quo mi- 
»zs cum utilitate publice Imprimatur , mods inira ſeprem 
Menſes proxime ſequentes, Typii manaetur. 


Ex xdibus Fulhamicnſibus 
SEPLCM. 2.1633» Guil, Bray, 


